3248 Burton Ave.,
Lynwood, Calif.
19th FWebruary 19395,

2N Dear Hvelina -

Youwill be surprised to see that I have tesken my pen
in hand to write you & "Happy Birthday" ! I hope yom will all have
a happy birthday party together and that none of you have any colds
or other sicknesses.If wou feel the same way about birthdays as we
do you probably are celebrating your "twenty-fourth" birthday again
for the benefit of your children ! As Coral says , that is a very
_convenient age to stay permanently for many reasons &s well as because
there are usually just twenty-four cendles of the birthday cake size
im a hox.

It seems like ages since I have written to you. I have
wanted to befme but business has been so terribly bad that I have
hated to write to anyone. Ahd the worst feature about it is that it is
not only not any better.but worse. It is certainly fortunate that we
can get fresh vegetables so cheap- carrots , beets, tarnips, spinech
etc, for one cent a bunch. Last Sunday we had invited in some friends
who were so nice about driving Coral all around last smmmer while L
was away - about the only people we have invited for dinner - and
our main dish was a baked heart which cost a total sum of twenty-four
cents ( six cents a pound). It certainly was good too. Do you ever
have stuffed baked Beart ? I had never realized before how good and
also how cheap 1t is comoarad to & roast of beef for instance,

Yoy dbnt know how thankful I am that I made the trip
Bast last summer while Mother was still with us..... I dont see how
I could stand it now at all if I'had not been there last summer,
Mary has certainly been wdderful in every way hasn't she.....

We are all well and healthy. Maybe the extremes of the
‘deore851on ‘have helped our health - we have to eat more fruits and - 4
vegetables as they are 'the cheapest as well as the healthiest . I hope
you are all well too. I have been home more than usual too because
it has been more profitable to stay at home than to use gasoline in
quest of businessS-owe z{TjL_Tﬁ;;_L

How have the prospects of the opening of the Chlcavo Feir
: affected Chlcago so far 2 Or hasn't it made any difference yet ? of
& course it is not supposed to open until June but there must be quite
rf : 8 bit more work and money expended now ahead of time for it than if
there werée not going to be ahy fair.. I hope it turns out to Dbe a
success, The little that we saw of it while I was there has been of
. considerable interest to me, especially Bgrd's ship. That reminds
4+ me that "0ld Ironsides" is in port here now and we hope to get down
to the harbor to see her this week if possible. I wish you and family
were here to go see it with us.
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