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¥y small niece made & statement that I mey have guoted in the
hearing of some of you, but it expresses so good a philosophy
that I should like to apply it to this campaign.
She was shivering over a big dish

of ice~crecam and her fath

er @aid to some one, "You might soften Polly's cream a

trifle and then it won't seem so coldl, &

"No", said Polly, "I [¢ke dce-creanm cold
WightV,

- and shoes lace

Well, I do too; don't you ? I like things to have théir own

essential character in full., If it is e campaign - I wem
it to be a 7eal campaign with the full character of & can
paign - enthusiasm and efficiency.

I_want to tell you why I am in favor of this Cberlin campaiogn anad
why I have alres=dy subscribag ny 22550 it.

In the first place - it is 70t because I have

so much money
that I don't know what to do with thie.. $285,

My vocation is



that of a college professorl As a character in a play I remember
ocbserved about himself - :

. : 'Fore God, my intelligence

éssts me more money than my share oft comes %o,
in--t-hese—rere-works.,
In the second place - it 4S5 because I think the thing is worth
doing, worth doing at an outlay of energy and sacrifice.

Qur country needs Oberlin, And if Oberlin is to make the contribu
tion to the country that it is Ffitted to meke, it has got %o
have funds with which to do it.

Obesrlin seens to me?hﬂie in & quite wonderful way to do some of
the things that thinking_gmericans all over the countiry are re-
alizing the peculiar need pf at this time., The country neceds e
sane and progressive outlock on many things that Oberlin can
help with better then , as I believe, any other college in the

gountry can,
Take as an instance, the spirit of internationalism.
Oberlin is peculiarly free from the narrow prejudices of pro-
vincialism - it is the most cosmopoliten college in the
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country. The student body year after year is mede up of mnez

and women from every state in the Union and from a dozen %o

sixteen or aometlmes more foreign countries, Living day by

day with other &b@ie s from such varied homes, the Oberlin
student has the opportunity to get a genuine understanding
of the other races and localities and a sympathy with then
that it is alwmost impossible to get anywhere else.

I have been on the faculties of seven different American col
leges in all the different sections of the country, fron
the Atlantic to the Pacific, and in none of the others haz
I seon anything to compare with the cosmopolitan spirit
that exists in Oberlin, Ty

All o2 us who are interested in the etteinment of what seeams

to be the most difficult of 311 goels - world peace -~ nusf

- ——

tromendous help there is in the training of

this spirit of internationalism in the two thousand stude:
every year who attend Oberlin.

realixe what a



—

‘It may seem to some of us 1ooiing back upon the gqueer rules of
the o©ld days in Oberlin that Oberlin did not have the qualities
I have spoken of of sanity and progressiveness, I should like
to ask you whether, after all, that’rcally is true?

I nyself belond to those old deys when a girl couldn't allow a
caller to remain one minute after seven o'clock in the even-—
ingd - I have a vivid nemory of the interview I had in my firs
year et Oberlin with Madam J. about a caller who had staid
fifteen minutes beyond seven while my own mother was in the
room, It was &ll rather ludicrous, But when you think of
what was behind it, your Jjudgment sbout it is suddenly revers
ed. Hhy was Oberlin so meticulous about whot we girls did ?
In reality, wasn't it just beceause she had been sc progres-—
ive - hed gdone so far beyond whet eny other college did in
the way of giving opportunities to women,that she had to off=

set oriticism of her polioy and protest the reputation of
girls who were doing the unwonted thing in coming %o colfege
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et 211? In the early days she had first to prove to & worls

sceptical about the matter, that girls could study the thing
that men did and elong with men - and still retain their re-
finement, Those of us who were students in the fhirst decade
of the twentieth century came at the tag-end of that old
regime. It is true that by that time other colleges were
adnitting women and giving them far greater liberty; but
that was only on the principle that those who inherit privii
leges, always use them more lavishly than those who have had
to suffer and expend the energy to get them in the first
place. The colleges that were giving liberties to girls not
yet at that time handed out very freely to Oberlin girls,

every one of them got those liberites from Oberlin. They

got and used them in the same way that spendthrift sons of
self—made, hard working fathers often get and use what it

has cost their fathers much sacrifics to att}ln-‘ ¢
Now that the transitional days are over, Oberlin hes dise
carded the old rules, Oberlin girls are as free as any oc



lege girls €I do not includg university women). They go to as

many movies, Theyﬁggnce every evening ,if they like, with men

in & hall provided by the colliege for the purpose = a %thing th

I think cen't be matched in any of the great cclleges for woue

- and they have as many and as big "promsth,

It is certeinly true that the girls et Oberlin used to be sub-
jeeted to very strlnﬂent rules eand that these rules were not
discearded rapldly. And not in sp;t;, but really heoausel}f
this, women have a great debt to Oberlin. It wes unguestion
ebly through Oberlin's characteristic conservetism that she
managed to put over the most radical thing that has ever bee
done in the whole history of this countny for ihe education
of women.

The first bachelorl!s degree that was ever granted to a
woman in America was conferred by Oberlin in 1841 - ithere
wore three women who received the degree ithere that Year.,
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inary in this country wes admitted in Oberlin in 1847,

What QOberlin has done for %he education of women is only one ?22;
of the marvellous ability that has characterized Oéé?fin from
the beginning to put over progressive policies that other col-
leges have not even attempted - until after Oberiin gave the
start and did the hardest pioneering.

The Colored guestion is another instance of the same thing.
Oberlin men faced the fact that America owed a-chance of an edu

cation to its Colored inhabitants, and offered them a chance.
Today there are exceedingly few colleges in the coundry that
haven!t followed Oberlin's lead, Oberlin gave the Negro a chan
when he had no bdbher chence. Now there are multitudes_qﬁ oppeo

tunities for him and Oberlin no longer needs to meke thew a
special item., The number of Colored students a2t Cberlin is nof

Yoo
now freat - in feact, it never wes great ~-+he has to show the g«

same qualifications as every other applicant, b8 prove that he
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is capable of doing work of college grade. No one is eligibl
to sdmission under the pbesent regulations who did not do

work in his preparitory course fcod enough to renk him in the

o O ac e 28 g S R
vgner thrvd of hzs class Lhepe.f-~ e J;uytr’,:uu_Q uwiL
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I zEer only one more instance ofwthe sane and urognnss1ve char-

e

acter of Oberlin - the conference on Drlson Reform called in an

by Oberlin last springd. This was the first Ohio State confer-
foerence on this crying state and national problenm.

If there were time, plenty of other oroofs of the progressive cha
acter of Oberlin would be sasy to find,

The genuineness of Oberlin's spirit of prodress: is shown by the
fact that she makes changes in her own policy when the time for
changes arrives., And yet she hes the stabiiity of & real visio

of truth - she doesn't rush into changes till she sees the valus
thet they are likely to hevé iR gthe future as well as the prese

Oberlin is e very different place now from what it was in 1903

‘wshen I took my bachelorls degree - (sorry to Eéve away guite so
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definitely how long ago it wasf, It hes grown and improved in

many ways in those years - none of the changes but has been
in the direction of progress. le have traditions at Oberlin
and we revere them, but we do not follow them narrowly.
I am sure that most former and present Oberlin students who study
the matter will hold that Oberlin's point of view is fitted to
give her the basic character that American edueation naeds,

But thet 5h& is seriously hempered_ wn -her atbtepnits to serve the

counsxy by her present neecd of funds 'is clear,

She hes meny Fine webterdsl things, - the largest college librar
in Americe, the largest Organ depariment Of any Conservatory
in the world, an art building thet hes been pronounced by cri
ics as the handsomest in the United States, a faculty contain
ing soxe of the great teachers of America. She is gecognized
es a collede in the first class by every educational rating
agency in the country. Yet there are serious lacks that can
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Due to the shrinkage in the proceeds from the Hddl bequest there

is now an accunulated deficit in ihe productive Ffunds of the
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college of ftwo million dollars.
"Certain new buildings an imperatively needed;a recitation-buil

N ding, e hospital, 2 women's gymnesiur, laboratories, an eddit
ion to the librery to take care of the books for which there
is now no place, and new bulldings for the CGraduzte School o:

Theology to replace €ouncil Hall, whic is condemned by bhe
L' '

~ State. Nl S
~Tt will take an-additional two Nillion dollars to keep the sala-
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How is this money to be raised 7
it is put up to the alumni as a Jjob they are asked to undertal
By dividing the sum impératively needed - four and a half
L}

million dollars - by the number of alumni and former student

with whom the college has been eble to keep in touch, an in-



