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MISSION TO -LEPERS.

‘Work amongst Suffering Lepers of India
and the East.

Mr. and Mrs. T. A. Bailey were, on
Thursday night, weclcomed by a large
and representative audience in Trinity
Baplist Church, who gathered to hear
©of the interesting Christian work being
carried on amengst the lepers of India
and the Easlt through the instrumental-
ity of the Mission to Lepers.

The Rev. Mr. Weeks filled the chair,
and when the meeting had been opened
by Rev. Mr. Glassford and Rev. Mr. Smith
fvlth devotional exercises, the chairman
in a Tew remarks introduced Mr. Bailey,
who proceeded to give an interesting and
touching review of the work of iIn~ Mis-
sion. .

He referred in terms of gratitude .o
the Interest already manifested and th:®
help given by the people of Guelph and
expressec_i his great joy in having this
opportunity of meeting these friends. To
give some conception of the extent to
which leprosy exists he explained that
the number of lepers in India equal about
45 limes the population of Guelph and
in Japan about 19 times. He graphically
described the general conditiz <4 Ihe
Foor lepers, how they were in 2
oulcasts from home. friends_ ar
scribed as being similar 0353
referred to in the Cld ar Y=
ment books of the Bible ung D
it is incurable, and the ¢k
medical opinion goss to prove i
though under certain -circumstances it
contagious, it is not regarded as befng
infectious, and a great deal may be done
for the lepers without running much risk.
" He pointed out how hopeless is the
condition of the leper, both temporarily
and splritually. The man or woeman who
shows symptoms of this dread disease at
once loses caste, and so the poor suf-
| ferer believes that all former hopes ‘of
entrance to the better world are, thus
blighted. The Brahmin, for instance, on
becoming a leper, is at once disassociated
from all his former privileges and comes
down from his pinnacle of social stand-
ing to the equality of .a pariah,.and
the Hindu al once forfeits all claim-to
the rite of Hindu burial. i

the “Mission to Lepers,in India and the
East’ came into existence, and explained
its objects. He said the objecls of the
Mission are: (1) To alleviate the sufrer-
ing of the afflicted ones; (2) to,supply
their simple wants; (3) and to preach
to 'them the glad tidings of -salvation
through Jesus Christ. ;He told of how
the Mission was born of prayer and nour-
ished in_faith, and how that ever since
then it has always been carried out on
these lines. The Mission has never been
in debt, and never makes appeals far
financial help, and yet all its needs have
been abundantly supplied. At the month-
ly prayer meeting in Edinburgh all its
necds are presented at the Throne of
Grace and are .invariably met by volun-
tary contributions. Mr. Baliley referred
to the recent .visit by nis brother, Mr.
Wellesley C. Bailey, to India, and said
that the Government of India are now
serfously ccnsidering the whole condition
of  the leprosy question in that empire.
A leper bill is being prepared, in which
it is proposed to make provision for the
erection of government homes rfor lepers
under private supervision, and for_ all
vagrant lepers to be. compelled to enter
these homes, and thus it is belleved that
in time_the system oi isplation will be!
so suocessfully carried out that the dis-
ease will "ultimately be stamped out, of
the country,,

ernment ‘and the Leper Mission.

Mission I8 working in 41 centres In con-
nection with the.
‘evangelical’ “£ocleties.

that "the funds' of Lhe Mission godj
to the suppczt. of the lepars. an:

Mr. Bailey then told the story of how

Considerable negotiations
have already gone on belween the Gov-:

Mr." Bailey announced that alread:;;‘the:

.missicnaries of sixteen.
. These . mission-
arles are all, as far as the Leper Mis- |
slon 18 concerned, honorary workers, g0 4

of us can do something to help, Mrs.
Bailey told of a Iittle girl in Sheffield
who had become so interested in the work
amongsl the children that she quite vol-
untarily came foravard with the sum of
two shillings and sixpence (about half
a dpllar), which she had saved towards
buying herszlf a watch, and offered this
for the Misslon, and she afterwards got
up an entertainment in her home, assist-
ed by her sister, to which friends were
Invtl_etl, and a small sum charged for
admission. The proceeds of thls, which
amounted to several pounds, she sent to
the Mission. In Gloucester a little boy
(son of a clergyman of the Episcopal
Church) was so much interested that he
went from dcor to door soliciting from
each akout two cents. He was accom-
panied by a schoolfellow, who knocked
al the doors and carricd the bag while
little Johnnie did the asking, and in this
way they raised quile a large sum.
The audience appeared much interest-
ed and the meeting was closed wit

prayer and the benecdiction.




He¢ =ald that the spiritual resalts of |
the work are mcst encouraging, and that
some. of the. homes are now practically
all Chrlstian, and In showing how the
lepers appreciate the elforts put forth
on their behalf, he instanced the case
of three lepers who, on one occasion
when a greal famine was raging and

the misslonary n admil more
T RS SITTrodT o
satisfied with half rations {I the mis 1-
ary would admit the lepers lying out-

side the gate and divide the other halfl

with them. ST

~ The missicnarles who Jator amongst
the lepers speak most Lopefully of this
work, and many of them have stated

that thelr brightest, best and happiest [

bit of work' is amongst the lepers.
Iy his concluding remarks Mr. Bailey
rointed oul how such. work as this is
tound to have an effect for .good an
heathendom at large, because the heathen
must and do ncfice that while the rola-
tives of lepers cast them cff and their
religion does nothing for them, the
representatives ‘of the Christian religion,
on whom they have no claim, step in
and lovingly and tenderly care for and
provide fcr the wants of the lepers, and
al the sam2 time preseat Lo their hepe-
less and desponding minds a religicn
which offers immadiate and present sal-
vation, not only from the punishment
but the power cf sin, and a religion
which brings joy and peacz inlo the lives
of these who accepl it. He then preassed
upon his hearers the great responsibllity
which rests vpon all who are enjoying
the privileges of a Christian land, priv-
ilege and responsibility he said God has
inseparably linked (ogether, and Lhese
rocr sufferers are united with us in the
great bond of human brotherhood. He
told how a Scotch divine one day in
Glasgow saw a little girl cn the opposite
side o! a wide street suddenly. lift in
her armizs a Loy nearly as big as herselfl
and amidst a great risk and with ap-
Farent difficuity carried him safely
through the .crewded .streel to the other
side, and as she stood panting and puif-
ing for breath, he remaried : “My little
woman that was a heavy load for you
to carry,” to avhich she replied, “*'No sir,
he's not heavy, he's my broether.” If we
remember,’’ said Mr. Bailey, ''that these

poor sufferers are our brothers and sis- |

ters, any little work we can do for them
will not be heavy, and any help we can
give them will rot be irksome Lo us.”

Mrs. Bailey, on rising to speak, an- ||

nounced that shz weuld principally con-
fine ‘her remarks to information about
the work amongst the children. It is
most touching to ses the dear little ones
early in life victims of this dread disease
and very little can be done for them
except to try and make their young lives
as bright as fpossible; but sad as that
sight is nothing can be more pathetic
than the case of bright young lives free
from lepresy or any other diseasc con-
fined to the preclnels of these homes
ol the “living dead,” to see these little
ones as yet .unlainted sleeping on the
same bed with a mother already far ad-
vanced in tha disease and eating with
her off the same plate is not only pathetic
but alarming.- She was glad to say that
alrecady eight homes had been- erected in
which thess little ones were cared for,
and that the results had . been most
satisfactory. In the first cf these homes
erected cnly one child had developed the
disecase out cf the large nurhber wko

were received. She told of how the story |

of the children had tcuched the hearts
of .people In" England, how many people
had come forward cffering to undertake
the cost of supporting some of them,
and how in the City of Sheffield atout
seventy pocr factory girls had agreed to
give the sum of ¢ae half-tenny per week
or about onc cent to sunport two children,
the ¢ost of which is atout $2.50 cach
par year, :and that in Birmingham a
number of pcor women belonging to a
Blble elass having bLcard of this also
decided to give a similar amcunt. Cne
ol these women who had been llving. with
2 sister until her death was ohliged at
her sister’s deaili {o sell all her posses-
slons. Their speeial treasure was the
Flano and this being scld rzalized.in Bng-
ligh money £4. Wnen this pcor woman
heard that was the amount required to
support’ a leper child she yery pgladly
gave it ror «this purpcse, apd said she
weould' .endeavor by hard work to raise
a similar amount for'next year.

She spoke ¢t a missionary’s wife in
-Travancore, Mrs: Osbcone, wio had been
working most unce€llishly and wita much
personal  self-sac.’ifice amengst  the
lepers before she hrard cf this Mission,
and how that, tccar's? of the deata of
many ol the parents, 3everal little cnes
had heen lefl on her h.nas tctally un-
provided fer, and that sh Was secking
“for friends willing to undercake the sup-

Foit of some of these, To shov” how each’
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