27 Warrender Park Road,
Bdinburgh,
May 11, 1924,

Dear lMary lleggie:-

Bless us, tho I long to hear from youw, it
would never occur to me to be "peeved" because you had not
written--I am too conscious of my own shortcomingsin the
epistolary art. But if you do not communicate often, you
do make up for it in the quality. Tor downright flabber-
gasting surprise, I think your last, with the enclosure, is
the record-brecsker for the, year. The L.E.C.upeopleswere
so darling at my birthday--every one of the croup and the

new Bible person to boott sent me a nice letter, but having
beecen so exceptionally nice, they quite rightly have been
enjoying the fruit of their laurels (that sounds a bit mixed
but I dare say you experience with themes will help you to
guess at what is meant) and I had not heard one word of
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any special dissatisfaction. Of course I am just dying of
curiosity--I'd give a good deal to have Miss Lawsing to
report the gossip, so do take pity on me and pass on any
more choice bits that you hear. I did not feel at liberty
to indicate that I knew anything so I cannot even ask them
guestions, but surely somebody will write something before
long. Honestly I cannot understand trustees that will let
two such good deans go-even if they were the only ones to
leave at this time, and if the alumnae stand by and let them
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thout protest, I do think the situation is hopeless,
Daddy Wade is so careful not to get mixed up in what is not
hig concern that he must have had to put up with a lot to
drive him to the desperate deed when he had just bought his
house. And furthermore, what had happened at Heod that
there is room for so many at once? And do they not necd

a good teacher of Bible? There will be a very good(!!)
one available next year,

It is very interesting about IMiss Farnham,
also. well, I certainly do not envy Miss Small, tho T do
not at opresent feel enough Christian grace to be sorry she
is getbting her just deserts.

When you relate all that you are doing, T
feel achemed to indicate my mode of life, for I do nothing
but read and sleep. I am not accomplishing what I had hop-
ed on a thesis, nothing in fact, but I am doing some work
in philosophy which I should have had long ago, and it is
very good for me, and in the long run, & very £ood expen-
diture of time and energy. I think Professor Kemp Smith
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is a good solid thinker, a2nd I have learned more as to
teaching thian one would galn Irom .iany a course in pedagogy.

And until one. knows the main problems in philosophy and has
an attitude of one's own, reasoned out to the best of one's
ability, one cannot progress far in evaluating critical work
in the religious field. I have about decided to rewmain
another yea r—ntl.t will finish my residence requirement for
the Ph. D, and if within five years I can publish a thesis,
T 119 o et I have weighed pros and cons most earnest-

ly, and longe. to take counsel from my friends, but one can
never state all the facts in ]Cuuc:t, g0 if you and othcrs
tﬁink i 20 crazy, So be it. But two years seems
:an twice one year; there m=y never cnlc snotner time
yuld be free from other obligations for two consecu-
tive years; whether I get the degree or not, t_CTc is no
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doubt in my mind that I shiall be 2 more valuzable member of
a faculty as a result of ye here than if I had taken
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the degree at Chicago. *he attitud
icens irritated me beyond words--outwardly very
supercilious toward our intellectual Lthq
heve had a chance to compare myself, Ior ins'
woman about my age, younger, if anything, wic
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2 member of
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the staff at the Women's Training olleue, I am ashamed,
for she ig. . j soaked in_-information, and so humilizatingly

L
v
out everything that is going on in Hurope, T

feclTlikelansinfantbesiderhen., Socially, of course, €every
body is most kind I could not agk better treatment than
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I have received in that way.

But of course it will be harder to get a job
at this distance, so if you hear of any possibilities, T
wish you would let me know.

We had a whole month's vacation a2t Baster
and went to Birmingham for the Conference on Politics, Hcon-
omics and Citizenship for part of it. An unparalleled oppor.
tunity to see who's who in the realm of British religious
thot. Commissions of experts have been working for three
vears obtaining facts and putting the results in the shape
of well-worked out reports. These were put into the hands
of each delegate as a basis for discussion. For real effort
to try to understand opposing views, and to formulate stand-
ards, the discussions on Christianity and War and on the
Relations of the Sexes were noteworthy. I do not think
America could have displayed the tolerance coupled with the
depth of conviction that were there experienced.

While Miss Dutcher stayed on for another con-

ference on Missions, I visited an old Hartford friend who
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merried a Britisher and now lives in Uppinghanm, She is
Danish, speaks in addition to her native tongue, English,
German, Trench and Ar?bic (b cause they were stationed at

Cairo for a time) and has lOVLlj uuWTCCl?t ion of music--
used to play the piano t )uu qwf had no time to keep up with
babies to take care of, Ilth gll this, however, she is

primarily a person of insig ht rather than reason, and undexr
neath her calm manner has an intensity of effection that sur

prised me after eleven years. The -husband vas zlso at
Hartford, but I did not know him there. He is the "typical

Oxfomd man, Baliol, and his father and grandfather and gredt

grandfather were also Oxford men, and I Ao not suppose your

mother's daughter would be inclined to dispute the fact that
he shows that such has been his background. I “thinkste

would be distinguished in any country in any position. To
hear niin read poetry b *Ao fire evenings is an experience
one does ﬂOt soon forget. inc at taeble he converses, he
does not ﬂeruly C”"Ltvr. And as to books, if you mentionezd
one he hed sither read it or for good reasons nad not done
so--none of this lame wondering what it was like as is 80
often my case--and for worldly goods & nice house and an
adequate number of servants to keep it, and a garden of
some uﬂlCL acres and men to keep tWQt, all that you can

wut your finger on as evidences of civilization; and yet, T
came away wondering if we in America would ever coie to the
point where we would tura out such----it will not come in
my day I know - - but he is too complete. THelrery:
sccuquOL sness with which he points out the good in otaer
class and other lands shows how confident he is that his
countrj and his class is superior. Very stimulating to
know, but I came away with the impre nvlol Cha G G0 CaleRsons

2, man like tha mean to break one's heart or to TOse
one's mind. , being her own peculiar combinationo
of stolidity and penetration, is very happy.

It was so warm we had tea in the garden, and
T spent most of my time reading in it.7?7 Do you know Selma
Lagerld8f's "Gdsta Berling" 2 I read that there and also
a2 biography very popular in Edinburgh Jhuu now, Barbour's
"Life of Alexander Whyte", the pastor of Free S int Geppge's
for over 50 years. "The Lady" woulu love tnat, I know.

I was so sorry to hear about the sprained
ankle, but of course not at 211 surprised to know that every
body liked the "Lady". You have both been very much in my
mind as spring comes on, for the two vacations in Cberlin
have le;t notw only a pleasant, but a lasting AEnoTy .

I have rambled to more length than effect,TI
fear, but you. will be able to glean that I was appreciative
of your letter, but even umore of the friends ship of the
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writer, whom I love, not Just" little, "but more than she
dreams.
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MRs. W. H. BELDEN
287 WEST COLLEGE STREET
‘GBERLIN, OHIO



