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«A Child left to himself,
Bringeth his Mother to shame”

NORMAL TRAINING SCHOOL FOR TEAGHERS,

Model Eindergarten,
MAGAZINE AND MATEBIAL. 59 Burnet Street, East Orange, N. J.
; 70 Fifth Ave., cor. 13th St., New York.
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The National Kindergarten

Was FOUNDED IN 1872,
IT 1S
Now Under the Direction
OF THE

AMERICAN KINDERGARTEN SOCIETY.

EmiLy M. Cok, PriNCIPAL
And President of the Society,
ASSITED BY

AN ErriCIENT CoORPS OF TEACHERS,

Thisis a regularly organized institution with
many hundred members scattered all over the
world. Its object is to give to Mothers and
Teachers earnest personal help in the great
work of educating little children, and devel-
oping the highest style of human character.

If we would attain to anything worthy or
permanent in this vocation to which God has
called every woman, we must

BEGIN WITH THE BEGINNING OF LIFE.

The lump of clay is in the hands of the
potter, to make it a vessel to honor or dishon-
or. If to honor, the utmost care and the most
delicate touches are required lest it be marred
at the very outset. If to dishonor, simply
neglect the three-fold nature, the Physical,
Spiritual and Mental ; leave everything to
chance ; let the hands be idle, and the result
will surely be a distorted and unlovely charac-
ter, if not hideous and worse than useless.

; IF ALL PARENTS DID THEIR DUTY

as God intended they should, and as he has
promised to help them do it, there would be no
depraved characters, #o ezil doers to be punished.

It cannot be too strongly stated or too
carefully remembered, that the general diso-
bedience to law, the disease, and sorrow and
shame in the world to-day, are due mainly to
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the transmission from one generation to the
next of the
Bap HapiTs FORMED IN CHILDHOOD
through parental neglect, foolish indulgence
or bad example.
STUDIES TO BE PURSUED.

The studies pursued in this institution are
not only a thorough training in the American
Kindergarten System, but very careful and
systematic instruction in all those branches
which will prepare Mothers and Teachers to
undertake the education of a child ; the great-
est and most difficult work to which a human
being is ever called.

These studies include Natural and Revealed
Religion—Biology or the study of Life—All
the Natural Sciences—Language, especially
English, Oral and Written—Mathematics—
History and Geography—General Literature
—Modeling, Drawing, Painting, Music, etc.
The course also includes instruction in the
best Methods for using these subjects in the
educational process, with the various indis-
pensable Industrial Occupations, and for de-
veloping the Memory, the Five Senses, the
Physical, Spiritual and Mental Natures.

It will be necessary to throw away at once
and forever the prevalent notion, that, because
the child does not know anything, he can be
educated by an adult who knows nothing or
but little of that which skewld de taught; but
rather cherish carefully the thought that the
best culture, the widest experience, and the
most varied intelligence are essential/ for one
who would undertake the education of the
Sons and Daughters of a King, and prepare
them for their Heavenly Inheritance.

The vocation, then, is of the utmost im-
portance, and we must not consider any sac-
rifice too great which will prepare us for it

e
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that we may be workmen that need not to be
ashamed. An important question still remains,
How SHALL THIS PREPARATION BE MADE,
Comparatively few Mothers and Teachers
would have the time or the means for an entire
course under the immediate tuition of the Prin-
cipal. Thisis the most desirable arrangement,
and for this a first class Diploma is given. Next
in advantage is the Summer Session of the
Normal School, with the lessons continued year
after year, till the course is completed.
Equally desirable with this would be a class
of Mothers and Teachers in any town or
city, who would invite the Principal to go to
them for a term of 4 to 6 weeks, repeating the
visit till all the studies were finished and a
Diploma obtained. All such will be consid-
ered Graduates of the
AMERICAN KINDERGARTEN NORMAL SCHOOL.

For those who could not come to the city,
and to whom the Principal could not go, a
series of lessons will be arranged and monthly
reports required, so as to give such pupils as
much advantage as possible, though it can be
easily seen that this could not at all compare
with the other methods in value, as there is
much in the system which could not be learned
as well by written directions, even if thor-
oughly illustrated. This instruction must be
given largely by letter to individuals, aided by
the lessons in the Magazines, by circulars,
papers of directions, books, etc. ~ Those who
pursue their studies in this way, will receive a
2nd Grade Diploma, and will be Graduates of

THE NaTIONAL KINDERGARTEN.

It will be impossible to arrange a uniform
scale of prices for such instruction as it must
in each case be adapted to individual needs;
but efforts will be made to facilitate the work,
and give each pupil the greatest advantages,

b
with the least expenditure of time and money.

A set of made up material will be so ar-
ranged that it can be sent to any address by
mail, as it is in many cases difficult even from
the best description to make up an article
properly, without secing a finished specimen.

When several pupils in the same town or
neighborhood can be benefited by the same set
of material, the same letters of instruction, and
the same books, the expense will be consider-
ably less to each one, while the mutual help
and sympathy will greatly enhance the pleas-
ure of the work. Classes for Mothers and
Teachers could meet several times a week or
month, which might lead to the establishment
of an Auxilliary Society, and a Circulating
Library, by which great good could be done.

Beside these pupils, mainly Mothers and
Teachers, there are in many families growing
up boys and girls or perhaps young men and
women, who cannot secure a thoroughly com-
petent teacher to guide them in many studies
they would like to pursue. Arrangementshave
been made for all such cases. We have se-
cured the services of a Lady of superior educa-
tion and great experience in such teaching, who
is ready at any time to undertake the work by
correspondence. Charges very moderate,

Surely there is need for earnest work and
enthusiasm in this direction. Something mus¢
e done to save the children from the evils by
which they are surrounded, and to start them
in the right direction so that they shall become
conquerors in the Great Battle of Life.

We hope every Mother or Teacher who re-
ceives this circular will consider it a duty to
speak to others on this subject, and see what
can be done. For further particulars, address,

EymiLy M. Cog,
Reoom 70, Bible House; New York,

SRR




THE NATIONAL KINDERGARTEN.

This institution, devoted to the best inter-
ests of the little children of our country, has
been in successful operation for many years.
As it is founded upon the principles of Truth,
Faith, Industry, and Love, it has gained the
confidence of the people, and has now many
hundred members.

We wish to include @/ the children under
15 years of age throughout the whole land.

As we shall need many assistants for this vast
multitude of little ones, we shall call upon all
the mothers, grandmothers, and aunts—all
kindergartners and primary_ teachers—and
every other person who has amind for the work.

We shall arrange the occupations, lessons,
etc. so that every day the childrer can spend
their leisure time in an interesting and profi-
table manner. :

We can assure parents that all the children
in our Kindergarten will be good, because
they will have so many pleasant things to do
and to #hink of, that they will not have any
time to be naughty, and the delightful occupa-
tions will be so arranged that each child can
be perfect in something. So they need not
hesitate to place their little ones under our
direction.

Now we shall expect to have a great many
pupils entered during #is year, and we are
willing to receive them at any time.

If parents, in making application, will give
name, age, present attainments, state of _hea]th,
and how much time each day can be given to
the occupations, it will greatly aid us in pre-
paring for future work.
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We hope that all persons who read this an-
nouncement will at once apply for some child
—the children who are old enough may apply
for themselves—and speak to their friends and
neighbors, as we shall not be satisfied until all
the little ones are brought in.

Kindergartners and teachers of primary
schools will, of course, bring all their pupils,
so as to have the advantage of the club rates
which we offer to schools and families—that is,
the Magazine will be sent for 65 cts. per year,
for clubs of twelve and upwards.

THIS INSTITUTION
will #of be closed during the summer, but we
shall make special arrangements for the pleas-
ant and profitable occupation of the children
during the long vacation.’

HOW TO APPLY.

Write a letter stating how many children
you have from one to fifteen years of age.
State name, age, what each one can do with
their hands, and what they love to do best;
what kind of books they like, and what they
now have. What are their mental powers, and
whether they have any special talent for music,
poetry, drawing, architecture, modeling, etc.
State the amount of time you think you could
devote each day to helping them in the Kin-
dergarten occupations.

If you cannot get more than oze hour, with
careful directions, such as we shall give, you
will be able to accomplish much in the course
of a year, especially if you have older children
who can assist with the little ones. All the
children from ten to fifteen years of age we
shall enroll as assistants.

Perhaps by carefully arranging your home
duties, and leaving out that which is of less
importance, you will be able to devote several

g
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hours to the earnest work of training your
children.

After all, you cannot forget that when God
gave you these children, He intended this to
be the great business of your life, instead of
earning and hoarding money for them to
spend, or seeking your own pleasure and leav-
ing them to the care of others.

WHY YOU SHOULD APPLY.

This can very easily be decided. Are you
now doing all you can for the best good of
your children? Do you need any help, any
suggestions as to methods, etc.? Any books
or papers bearing upon this great subject,
any appliances for the occupation of your
children ? 3

What sort of a man or woman will your
child be, if God spares the life. Of course,
you will say we desire the greatest goodness
and intelligence. Now, just here God ineets
you with a wonderful command, coupled with
a promise. He says: “ Train up a cbild in
the way he showld go (not in the way he wants
to go), and when he is old he will not depart
from it.” You see He makes no provision
whatever for adverse circumstances, and then
He says: “If any of you lack wisdom, let
him ask of God, who giveth to all liberally
and upbraideth not, and it shall be given /um.”
Perhaps you will say:

“T am poor, and not able to get such things
as are necessary for my child’s body or mind."”
You are not too poor to pray and plead the
promise that “ God is able to make a// grace
abound toward you, that ye a/ways, having a//
sufficiency in a// things, may abound to eyery
good work.” You are left, then, with no ex-
cuse, and if your child goes wrong and leads
a life of sin,

9

o

IT IS YOUR FAULT.

What a fearful responsibility rests upon you!
In the Report of the Pennsylvania Reform
School, the closing words give the cause of all
this sin : “ Parental neglect, idleness and igno-
rance.” We should say idleness and ignorance
because of parental neglect.

Can you expect to have everything go right
if you neglect your child during the first three,
four, or five years, if you then place him under
the best training? Do not be deceived in this
matter. There is abundant proof that the
best teachers cannot atone for your neglect
during that period,and that habits then formed
and ideas then received, whether good or bad,
are very enduring.

Perhaps you will need to remember most of
all that “Satan finds some mischief still for
idle hands to do,” and that you must not only
give your child the right mental, moral and
religious training, but you must see that his
hands have always abundant and pleasant oc-
cupation. This you can have for the youngest
children in the Kindergarten material.

You may be seeking ease for your own con-
science by the thought that it is just as well to
let your children rxz wild for a few years, so
that the body may be strong. There could
not be a more fatal mistake.

There is no doubt that the body will be
healthier if the mind is properly employed,
and then it will be well to remember that the
enemy is never idle, and while you wait he
may sow seed that you will not care to reap.

Does the little one learn anything, or think
at all during these years of waiting? Here,
again, God comes to you with a command,
saying :

“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with
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all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy might, and these words which I com-
mand thee this day shall e in thine heart, and
thou shalt teach them diigently unto thy child-
ren, and thou shalt talk of them when thou sit-
test in thine house, and when thou walkest by
the way,and when thou liest down, and when
thou risest up, and thou shalt bind them for a
sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as
frontlets between thine eyes, and thou shalt
write them upon the posts of thine house, and
on thy gates.” Deut. 6: 5—r1o.

Now, with this great responsibility resting
upon you, the first impulse will be to seek
help in every direction, because your work is
for eternity, and you must™* study to show
yourself approved of God a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed.”

In the American Kindergarten Magazine you
will find, from month to month, helpful sug-
gestions, and, in connection with this institu-
tion, we may be able to aid you in getting such
books and material as you need, and give you
advantages which you could not have other-
wise.

We have no doubt but even the poorest
mother or teacher could do wonderful things
if she was willing to go forth as a laborer in
this beautiful, but long-neglected child garden.

WHAT WILL IT COST?

The first cost, and that which will constitute
you a member, will be a subscription to the
Magasine, which is $1.00 per year. In it you
will find directions for doing much with and
for your children, and, from time to time, Re-
ports of what other mothers and teachers are
doing, and the results of their efforts.

If at any time you wish to have a letter ot
inquiry answered, you will please enclose post-

11

age for special letter; otherwise, they will be
answered in a general way, through the A/aga-
e,

We earnestly hope every mother and teacher
will send a report each month, that we may be
able to note and compare progress, and thus
be helpful to one another.

HOW TO SEND LETTERS.

Let your letter be so written that it can be
easily and guickly xead, and be careful to have
your name and address very distinct, thus sav-
ing much time and trouble. Send to

EmiLy M. Cok, Principal,
National Kindergarten,
Roem 40 Bible House; New York.

For present work with the children, study
the Programme on page 51, and see if you
cannot do much, if not all, there mentioned.
Read articles beginning on pages 35, and 58,
and 67. Read all the articles headed “Amen:
can Kindergarten Material—How to Use It.”
And do not forget to cultivate the memory by
storing up at least one wverse cach day of the
Bible Lesson. ;

See Reports from National Kindergarten in
Magazines of last year—pages 12, 28, 42, 71,
106; and Special Letters in June number;
also in Afagazines of this year—pages 12, 16,
20, 37—309, 45, 40, 71, 74, and 116—118.

Read Mrs. Floyd’s letter—page ri6—and
see how she was helped and encouraged by a
letter from a mother. So do not hesitate,
dear friends, to send in your Reports often,
and, perhaps, some anxious and inexperienced
sister * seeing, may take heart again.”

Thus we shall learn to bear one another’s
burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.
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DUTIES OF CHRISTIAN WORKERS
IN THE

NATIONAL KINDERGARTEN.

To those who are willing to become Teachers
in the National Kindergarten, we would give
the following suggestions :

Your work ameng the children will be largely
by letter. Asapplicants for help and instruction
present themselves, they will be put into some
one of your classes,as fitness or expediency dic-
tate. Invite the fullest confidencein regard to
surroundings, habits, opportunities for improve-
ment, hopes and plans for the future, choice
of study and reading. Encourage in general
a taste for good books, the choice of good
companiouns, cheerful help and obedience to
parents, the doing faithfully of the nearest
duty, the leading of an earnest, Christian life,

_Attention should be especially called to the
Bible Lessons in the #7agasine, and the child
should be encouraged to learn one verse each
day, taking the qualities of character in suc-
cession, beginning with Obedience. It will be
remembered that at ameeting of the American
Kindergarten Society, the members decided
to adopt this course of Bible study, and to
endeavor to bring it as far as possible into
general use.

_ The parents should subscribe for the #aga-
ztne,and use it with their children, thus aiding
the teacher in her efforts to secure their best
good. If they are not able io pay for it, it
may be sent by the Society. Children from
ten to fifteen will be considered assistants,
and should have the Magazine, in case the
parents do not.

The teacher should write to each child at
least four times during the year, so arranging
1t that each month shall have its due propor-
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tion of letters, She may have any number
of pupils, from three upwards, according to
her time. Any especial effort at the Holidays
would be effective.

Miss Coe, the President of the American
Kindergarten Society, is Principal of the Na-
tional Kindergarten, and will assist in plan-
ning a course of work for individual needs.
Many valuable hints may also be found in the
Magazine. The teachers should report pro-
gress once a month, if possible. It isimpera-
tive that they should have the Magazine, and
study it carefully.

Fathers, mothers and teachers should be-
come members of the Society, which they can
do by paying the annual fee of one dollar and
signing the Constitution, when a Certificate of
Membership will be sent them.

Each one should endeavor to increase the
membership as much as possible, and should
solicit donations from those who are willing
to aid in this great work, as a large fund is
necessary for publishing such books as will
be most helpful in the training of children,
and tbat the other work of the Society may
not be hindered.

The children should all be members of the
Society for Little Builders, as the object of
the Society is to aid them in doing right, and
to encourage them in exerting an influence for

ood over their companions.

Each child should have a Pledge Book, and
earnestly endeavor to keep the rules, and
should ‘also try to interest other children and
help them to keep the rules.

The Constitution is issued separately, and
put up in a neat envelope, which is stamped
with the Monogram of the Society.

Constitution, per doz., 25 cents.

Little Builders’ Book, per doz., 12 cents.
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REPORTS FROM MOTHERS AND
TEACHERS
OF THE NATIONAL KINDERGARTEN.

FroM BROOKLYN.
Nov. 29, 1830.

My Dear Miss CoeE: Among some old

apers I have found some of the Awmerican
Kindergarten MM agazines, which, I remember,
were received by a friend who was visiting me
a year ago. They were sent as sample copies,
and in them I have found some suggestions as
to the best way of teaching little children.

I cannot but think that I may find even
more valuable suggestions in the heart of the
woman who makes this all-important question
of teaching and training the little ones the
study of her own life.

Will you help me ?

I know nothing of the Kindergarten system,
other than I can understand from the contents
of the May, June, July, September and October
numbers of Volume 2, 1879; but in them I
read of various ways of making lessons on
almost every subject interesting even to child-
Ten as young as mine.

A letter from Mrs, B., of Alabama, in the
May number, encourages me to write this note
to an utter stranger, for she evidently has
sought and found in you just the same help,
counsel and encouragement I need. Espe-
cially can I appreciate that “it is much more
difficult to keep them interested in just the
best way when there are only two—or I might
say one, for H. is so small—than when there
is the excitement of seeing others at similar
work.”

I might almost have written this as my own
personal experience (even the initial is my
little boy's), and the case is just mine.
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I should be heartily grateful if I also might
profit by anything you will suggest. “ A word
to the wise is sufficient.” Certainly, a word
from you, “whether of counsel or reproof,”
will be earnestly pondered and remembered.

My little girl is six—my boy four, and it is
nearly a year since I began to teach them sys-
tematically. They have no dread of the les-
son hours; it is a pleasant time for both. But
I am at my wit’s end to keep it so, as they ad-
vance.,

I teach them entirely by sound and object;
consequently, my little girl cannot read in
three letters, although she can readily spell
;)vorlds of five and seven letters without the

ook.

The different ways of teaching Natural His-
tory, Color, Form, etc., as followed by those
who correspond in your Magazine, I should
very much like to understand better; so you
see this would-be teacher of her own little
children stands in sore need of being taught
herself.

It is the dest way I want to know, and to
fqllow. Until this week, when I accidentally
discovered your little books, I imagined my
way was most original, excellent, and profit-
able. To-day I have not such a good opin-
ion of it; but, instead, I earnestly wish that

you may also come into and make a part of
1y life in a way for which I shall thank God,”
as Mrs. B. so beautifully expresses herself in
her letter to you,

Thanking you for the help I have already
received in seeing how others do tkeir work.
and hoping also for a closer knowledge of
yourself and your noble plans, I remain con-
fident, at least, of your sympathy in my own
weak efforts.

Yours truly, ANNIE H. FrLovp.




AMERICAN
KINDERGERTEN LIBRERY.

For General Distribution.

Price for 100 Pages, 35 cents.

1. Principles and Methods of the American

Kindergarten. 16 Pages............. 6 cents.
2. Education of the Heart a National Defence.
True Economics. S Pages........... 3

3. Religious Training of Children. § Pages. 3 *
4. Poems—A Plea for Free Kindergartens.
My Garden. How They Teach, &ec.
SPagES. .t vrree eeriiaiiaiiaaaes 3 Feii
5. The National Kindergarten, 16 Pages,. 6 “

6. General Information concerning the
American Kindergarten. 16 Pages... 6 “

7. Nature Cure for the Mind. 16 Pages... 6 *
8. Kindergartens and Colleges. 16 Pages.. 6
9. Law of Moral Unity in the Life of the

Family. SPages.......oouvvnnnnn.. 3 phgct
10. Influence of the Kindergarten. 8 Pages. 3 *
11. Little Builders. 8 Pages.............. Q¥ yatH

12. American Kindergarten Society. 8 Pages. 3
13. Qualifications for Primary Teaching, &c.

24 Pages....... .. 5 00GIN00DI00AGIES 8ot

14. American Kindergarten Material. 8 Pages 3
15. The American Kindergarten and Other
Papers. 64 Pages............ooa.0s 2657

The above books will also be issued in beautiful
bindings, and will be very attractive in Book Stores.

Liberal discount to the Trade.

Price for 16 Page Nos........cvuun .......10 cents.
Price for 8 Page Nos...... 6 30606080000050 g SERsS
Price for 100 Pages, mailed.............. Sosex s E

Order by Number, and distribute freely.




AMERICAN

Iimdergarvien Library,
No. 7.

NATURE CURE

==EOR—=

Ty ) T\TT""@ ?
?@[*,‘ﬂq[p Al

PUBLISHED BY

THE AMERICAN KINDERGARTEN SOCIETY,

NEw YORK.

wE WAk Avo, @ TS Ttrect, WY




4

of leaving the big Pharpar and Abana to go
and wash in that little Jordan?

But the mass deny the existence of the dis-
ease, and the necessity of cure, just as mad-
men rave that they are not mad.

Others say that this is a want for which
there is no supply, a disease for which there
is no cure. Man was born to hunger and
thirst unfed. This life must be barren and
starved, that in the life to come we may have
more abundance.

It seems to be a sort of general belief that
people ought to be treated by the rule of con-
trary, and supplicd with exactly the things
they do not want. When a dody is naked
they give it sermons, and when it is hungry,
spiritual advice; but when the sow/ is starving
scholars feed it with Latin and Metaphysics,
common folks offer it pork and potatoes, or
perhaps a new coat or bonnet, and too often
religionists only give it creeds and formulas
and beliefs, instead of the bread and water of
life; and when the mind is hungry they give
it no meat, when athirst they give it no drink,
when sick and in prison they minister not
unto it, because they cannot comprehend the
perishing need.

To know, is as positive and keen a want of
the mind as hunger is of the body, or grace of
the guilty soul. ;

As everybody recognizes the necessity of
food for the body, and in this country most
people believe in the need of aliment for the
moral part of the human trinity, I pass to that
part of our hungering—the mind—which the
great mass of the people think may go unfed.

They can see no use in so much learning.
What will be done with it? If one can read,
and write, and cypher, he has enough' to do
business, and be “respectable,” and what

= -—. - ._ II e
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more would lie have? There are not want-
ing those in our midst who think it a waste
of time and money to buy and read books;
and some of our next-door neighbors think
that knowledge tends to knavery and pride,
and eschew it accordingly. Said one of this
class to a poor school-teacher, “Why in the
world do you keep pinching yourself, and
working and saving, just to send yourself to
school? You know enough to teach school
now, you ought to be satisfied and de like
other folks. *But what shall I do, if I do
not go to school?” asked the girl. “Oh!
dress yourself up and catch a man, and get
married and settle down, and have a home of
your own.” ‘“And what then?” was the
query, not asked often enough, by the way,
but the answer was only that she was to do
then as others did. A daughter of one of
this sort of people importuned for the privi-
lege of mental improvement, but was stopped
with the information that “she knew enough
to keep house,” and that “the doys wouldn’e
like her any better if she kncw ever so much.”’
“She could not make better joknny-cakes if she
should go to school or study ever so much "—
which must have been immensely consoling to
a hungry mind.

One of our neighbors, a rich farmer, had a
son who worked faithfully for his father until
he was twenty years old, with only a scanty
chance of going occasionally to the district
school. At last the youth, with a keene sense
of his own deficiencies in learning, besought
his parent to allow him to go one Zerm to a
sort of an Academy some twenty miles dis-
tant. Consent was grudgingly wrung by hard
teazing, from the father, and a very spare
wardrope and a single shilling furnished the
young man with all the outfit and means his
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generous parent thought worth while to
“throw away” on “book learning.” And
this was not in Tartary nor in the dark ages,
but in the United States, in the middle of the
nineteenth century. This kind of mental
starvation is terribly common too, though
these people would feel grievously slandered
if accused of starving their families; but what
better have they done? Unfortunately, too
many of these hungry minds get used to
being starved after a while; and though they
do not quite die, they pine and wither away,
until what might have been vigorous and
majestic intellects are stunted dwarfs, nour-
ished with meagerest scraps of food, and
watered with vain regrets,

Set before the mass of people, any form of
knowledge not absolutely necessary to use in
the getting of food and shelter, and they ask,
“Of what useisit?” This question must be
answered according to their own ideas of use,
if they are answered at all. It may be as
well worth while to answer the ignorant ac-
cording to his ignorance, as to “‘answer a
fool according to his folly,” as scripture recom-
mends. You can put on a wise look, and
give them what will be an answer to them.
Tell them that geology will teach men how to
find coal and lime, and metals; that botany
will teach what plants ake poisonous, and
what are eatable, and what are good for
medicine; that entomology will teach where
to look for cutworms, how to get rid of cater-
pillars, and how to manage bees; astronomy
will tell when the moon changes and when
the tide will be high, and will help men make
almanacs. Mathematics teach how to reckon
interest, and, by the aid of chemistry, gun-
powder, and shaving soap, and other such
things haye been invented or discovered.
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What if this truth be not #%¢ truth to you?
No matter! It is of no use to tell your truth,
that knowledge, like virtue, is worth having
{or its own sake, rather than for the sak_e of
its uses. They wiil not understand or believe
you. And yet, they are suffering for want of
that in which they disbelieve. ;

They believe all these needs of which I
have spoken, to be only imaginary wants, and
as for the imagination itself, it is supposed to
be too vague and unreal a thing to have any
real needs of its own,

Just what Jesus says we are to take no
thought for—* what we shall eat, and what we
shall drink, and wherewithal we shall be
clothed,” are the only things we o take
thought for and reckon valuable, except
money, that treasure we are warned zof to lay
up in this rusty, moth-eaten, and thievish
world.

“As a man thinketh, so is he.” Our
thoughts are us. What we #unk we are.
What we /Zunow, we are. What we learn be-
comes part of our minds. That which we
remember who shall teach us to forget? /s
death the everlasting sleep unbelicvers teach ?
Do we, Christians, 7eally belicve ourselves im-
mortal? And if we do, where are the
treasures we are accumulating to take with us
into the safety of an incorruptible world ?

We can take only ourselves along, without
the bodies of dust, and all the wealth we can
take must be part of ourselves.

Where is that wealth? We can carry the
memory of houses and lands, and food and
raiment, with us, but will these remembered
riches make us rich in eternity? Are they
any element of true happiness here ? '

Answer, O Midas! starving at thy own
golden feast !

/
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Will the memory of the giddy excitement of
mere amusements make a part of that wealth ?
How shall thy dancing skill content thee,
where feet dance no more? Or how shall the
ribald jest of the circus-clown, or the airy
walk of the acrobat, reach, even in this world,
to thy inner discontent, or appease its cry?
And canst thou carry with thee, for a single
hour, a serener tranquillity, for having seen
centaurs at the hippodrome, or the dizzy
gyrations of the puppets at the theatre?
When the lights are out—when the dance is
done—the play played out—what is there left
but the dregs of petty jealousies, and envy-
ings, and heart-burnings, with all the flavor
and aroma of pleasure exhaled and gone?

The most candid of pleasure-seekers only
claim for such things, the power of diverting
for the time the painful or wearisome current
of every day thoughts. Ground your interest
on what is positive and accessible, and life
itself becomes a pleasure.

He who sups on sweets will find his mouth
bitter in the morning, but a simpler food will
nourish without any after penalty; so if you
gorge the mind, or its servant, the memory,
with unsuitable diet, they will get a distaste
for food from indigestion.

This state is worse than that of famine. It
is not the stuffing process of the ordinary
educational mills, called schools, which is to
supply the wants of the hungry mind.

The ordinary educational programme is too
much like a recipe in a cookery book, to be
the thing needed. “A cup full of butter, a

cup full of sugar, a cup full of flour, a cup -

full of cream, four eggs, a teaspoon full of
soda, with salt and spice to your taste,” is not
a very essentially different prescription from,
“A book full of geography, a book full of

b~
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grammer, a_book full of arithmetic, a book
Tull of words to spell, an empty book to be
filled with written words, a little composition.
a little declamation, with singing to your
taste.”

To be satisfied with only this, would be as
impossible as for the four years’ old lad to
Jove to go to school, where his whole cxperi-
ence consisted in “sitting on a bench and
saying A.” VS

There are two Grand Divisions in the world
of learning—the Temporary and the Immor-
tal.

Of the Temporary are all manual Arts, all
of the #4is world Literature which contains no
essential and undying truth, all Languages
which will be useless where the thoughts will
use no syntax nor lexicon in their utterance.

The Immortal Learning is that which we
can not only carry with us, but #se in eternity.
These are Positive or Absolute knowledges,
those truths eternally true, which can be
reached without theory or guess work—the
very bones and sinews of learning, the kernel
of knowledge—the for ever satisfactory.

Learning is not wisdom, nor is it always
knowledge. It is not what is put into the
mind, but what the mind is made capable of
doing and producing, which is the desidera-
tum.

Knowledge is mental food. The mind gets
hungry for the aliment it digests and appro-
priates to grow strong upon, just as the body
feels the want of physical nutriment.

Undigested food, either physical or mental,
is useless and often detrimental.

Yet knowledge is worth having for its own
sake—is worthy of love and effort for the sake
of its own value. The pursuit of it is a keen
pleasure, and its attainment a solid satisfaction.
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Nothing is ever earnestly pursued for any
sake but its own. If we, for a time, seck one
thing for the sake of another, the pursuit is
dropped when the object is gained, or when a
shorter method of reaching it offers itself. A
student may study for a diploma, and when he
gets it, he forgets his wearisome learning, and
takes to something he likes better. ‘T'he man.
who stops his drams to win a wife, will take to
his cups again when the foolish woman is
caught; hedid not love virtue for its own sake,
but adopted it temporarily for another sake.
The student who studies for the sake of the
uses of knowledge may make a good scholar,
but neveragreatone. All greatness must grow
from an all-absorbing love for the object. The
pursuit of the object becomes a passion, and
the passion becomes exalted into devotion.

Such devotion makes the great painter, the
great musician, architect, or naturalist. The
mere ordinary aimless aims of life are poor,
grovelling to them. The majority of people
live because they were born, and have not died

yet. . They only live because they arc alive, .

and do not know what else to do. Any vege-
table doesas much. = Butthese others have en-
nobled life by their brave living. Most of us
leaveitignoble enough, in our aimless twadd!l-
ing which we accept aslife. But try to bribe or
threaten men or women who have some such ob-
ject in existence—wholive on purpose, and are
glad they are alive—who would have chosen to
be born if they had been consulted, and who
live, even here, after they die. See whatanswer
you will get of such?

The musician Haydn (I think it was) when
threatened with what would be a terrible
punishment to an ordinary artist—the condem-
nation of the popular school of music, which,
they told him, forbade certain liberties which
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he had taken with the established rules. Bu‘l;
they are agreeable to the ear, and / allow them!
was the reply of this man, who loved his art
better than he loved success. His great love
conquered the arbitrary rule, and achieved
success in the teeth of criticism.

“ Do not paint, oryou will starve ! ”” said her
friends to young Rosa Bonheur, “you shall be
a milliner and get rich!”  But the enthusiast
loved art better than money or bread, and
studied beasts in the dirty shambles, rather
than laces and flowers in the shop, and through
her severe and toilsome obedience to the one
absorbing passion of her life, she conquered
obstacles, and poverty, and prejudice, and
stands crowned with wealth and honors among
those who would have made her a milliner.

The Emperor of France offered the most
honorable place and the highest salary offered
to any Professor in his empire, to the Swiss
naturalist, who replied that he had not time to
attend to it. A /Zitle man would have had no
time for anything else! “You shall have any
price you ask, if you will but give usa lecture! ”
said a lyceum committee to the same great
naturalist, but, “ 7 Zave no #ime fo wasle in
making money !’ was the simply sublime reply
of Agassiz.

Al ! such souls live in a clearer atmosphere
than the dull fogs most of us inhabit. They
reckon profit and loss by a different currency,
and their riches cannot be computed in gold
and silver.

They have loved their love for its owwn sake.

An ordinary conventional life is so hollow,
that it will sound like an empty cask, when it
comes in contact with what is substantial; but
let this life grow as if it were alive, and be
filled with substance, and it will no longer ring
with its own emptiness.
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There is: no' Janguor nor enmui to enervate:
the mind which has taken an earnest hold of
the teachings of nature

He who is intimate with nature at home
cannot be ignorant, though he may never have
learned the alphabet of language. Ie has the
key to a realm of treasures of which nobody
will dispute the possession; like language, it
belongsto everybody who has a mind to use it.

It 15 2 partly explored region, with new
wonders waiting to be discovered by new ad-
venturers, and exhaustless marvels for every
explorer.

Happiness, with a vital zest and interest in
it, abides out of doors with nature. You can
find it there plenty and cheap. Thebirdsand
waters ask no admission tickets to their free
concerts, and the miracles of growth and being,
surpassing all the feats of all the magicians that
ever lived, are there enacted every day.

As soon as you begin to enter into the arcana
of mnature, you feel the shackles of outward
customs grow loose, and the liveries of many
servitudes drop off, as a bird moults its feathers.
Nothing is done suddenly, for Nature has
plenty of time—all the time there is—and is
neverin a hurry. So these relics of old bond-
ages wear out, and fall away piecemeal, and
you hardly know when you lose them, but some
day perhaps others tell you they are gone.
They are finding fault as they tell you, and
you know they tell the truth, because the com-
plaint does not annoy you as it would have done
once. Other men’s opinions of you are now
of less import to you than your own.

You have changed your standard of measure-
ment. You no longer ask; “ Do they believe
it?”’ but, “Is it right in itself?” This return
to the normal standard—to the absolute truth
instead of the accepted version of things, will

T
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work great transformations in any character,
«definite enough to deserve the name of charac-
ter. 4

Mental liberty is prerequisite to all deep and
abiding happiness, and Nature sets you free,
if you are willing to be emancipated.

When you have achieved sufficient independ-
.ence to be able to make your-own observations,
from thence do your own reasoning, - and
deduce your own conclusions. ‘Then you are
prepared to begin those explorations that none
have achieved before you, and that the scien-
tific world is waiting for. Why should not
you, as well as another, unlock those mysteries,
and enrich mankind with new revelations of
science ?

There are momentous problems, as well as
less significant ones, waiting for solution.

When will some naturalist give us the modus
operandi of the fungus called smut, in grain,
and discover its remedy?

Who will demonstrate the cause of the potato
disease, and devise a preventive?

A Tteasonable acquaintance with natural
science would preventsome disastrous mistakes.
Men have beggard themselvesin search of coal
and other minerals,in places where any tolerable
geologist could have foretold certain failure,
since he would know that such minerals are
aever found in such places. >

I cite these few examples from multitudes I
might mention, to show that mere utilitarians,
of the coarsest type, have a bread and butter
interest in the growth of scientific knowledge,
and that the ploddingest plodders will gain a
dollar and cent advantage from the researches
of those whose thriftless studies they could see
10 use in,

Thinkers will see that the far better and truer
reasons for the study of Nature, I have given first.
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