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FROM TFAR-OFF COREA.

AMBASSADORS WITH STRANGE NAMES.

REPRESENTATIVES OF TAH CHOSUN TO MEET PRESI-
DENT ARTHIUR.

cial ambassadors of His Majesty, the King
oi‘qulilghspg)ugsun, arrived at the Fifth- Avenue Hotel
at 7 p. m. yesterday. and were assigned to Tooms on
1he Broadway side of the second {floor. As they
filed through the corridor they were regarded
Iwith mueh curiosity by  the few who suw them,
The Corcans resemble the Japanese more than the
Clunese, but they have a complexion and goneral
appearance distiuet from eitber, Short in stature,
ihev. appeared  atill  shorter  than — they
were. owing-to. their dross, which comprises. an
ampio flowing skirt coming within o foot of the
ground, and having flowing sleeves, the sleeves and
ckirts mot . being of the same color. Looss
white tronsers are worn beneath tho skirt and on
their heads were proad-brimmed hats of dark color
and baving bigh conical crowns. The members of
the party are Min Yong Ik, Envoy Extraordinary
nod Minister Plenipotentiary; Hong Yong Sik,
Assistant Minister; So Koang Pom, Sec‘rel‘ur,\'; Yu
Kil Chun, Pyon Su, Ko Yong Chol, Hyon
Heung ‘Thek, Chen Xvong Sok, attaches ;
Percoval Lowell, Foreign Secretary; Woo In
Tang, Chinese Interprater. and  Tsunejiro
Mirjaoka, private secretary to Mr. Lcm:cll. T'bere
are also with the party, as escort, J. C. Bamcrolt
Davis, First Assistant Secretary of State ; Lieuten-—
ant Mason and Ensiegn Faulk, U. S. N, Tho embassy
was sent by the Corean Government in consequence
of the commercial treaty entered mmto last soring
botween the United States and Corea to establish
commercial relations between the two countries.
General Foote was sent as Minister to Corea and
this embassy is the return of the coartesy.,

The members of the embassy are all of high ranl,

the Minister being the son of the Queen and the
Vice-Minister the son of the Prume Minister.
The party arrived on September 2 at San
Francisco, whero they spent  five days,
Heing entertaned - by General Schofield, lhe
Mayor and the Chamber of Commerceo, besidesgoing
to see various manufaédtories and inspecting the
Mint. At Omaha they were meb by an officer sent
by Genaral Shemdan, who entertained them in
Chicago. They left Washington yesterday morning.
To-day at noon they will be presented to President
Arthur in his rooms at the hotel.

They have been extremely anxious to see tho
President and bave avoided public receptions until
they should nave delivered their messagses of good
will to the President. ‘Il his afternoon they will go
by boat to Bosron where they have been invited ro
nitend the Foreign Exhibition and to visit various
factories and places of interest. They will return to
this city and stay o few days and will afterward
make a two months’ stay at Washington before re-
tuwrning to Corea. ?

Mr. Lowell, who while travelllng for pleasure in
Japun was asked to accompany the party, said last
evening tirat the Coreans were much pleased with
the'country and the people. They had abandoned
chop-sticks and had adopted Americar table man-
ners and style of living. ‘Lhough they admired
the American 8ftyle of dress they were not

*quite ready to adopt it themselves.
** Corea is a hormit nation,” Mr. Lowell continued,
*“and 1ts people and language are as different from
Chinese and Japanese as Russian from German or
German from French. I know of only tswo nersons,

_those at the Ja%anese Embassy, who can speak

. Gorean. ‘There has until recently been a death

* penalty enforced against any foreigner entering the
and. Itisstill on their statute-books, though the

late treaty naullitied it, ‘Lhey have had only
two foreign embassies—at China and Japan,
the Jlatter established about seven _ years
ago. They have carried on little outside trade, and
that has been with China. The produets of the
‘conntry are rice, tobacco, hemp and a little tea.
They have rich gold and silver mines, but they are
not well worked. Mining machinery and agricul-
tural tools are needed. The only means of travel
in the country is by horses or the ‘kogo,” a chair
gwung on a pole and carried by two
natives, The Coreans aro quite civilized, and
educate their children carefully, Tho religion is

Buddbist principally. The officials of all grades

are in the highest class of society. Kven the police-
men belong vo the bigh class and go around the

Ktreets wearing spoctacles. There have been a fow

. Freuch missionaries in the country, but they

had to steal in and keep 1n hiding. Tho
Chiness have generally respected the Coreans
wish for seclusion, aud thougn the river that sepa-

; ‘rates the two countries is often crossed by Coreans,

1t i8 geldom by Chinese.”
‘I'he. United States steamor Dispatch has been
placed at the disposal of the Corean Embassy by
Secretary of the Nayy.
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military escort, and in great st‘,yloa Chinesv
been Regent of the L".Olllli‘;l'_\" for t\Ve-l ¢ hag
and was a man of great energy and -i"o "Carg
He was the authorof the 1)0/1'secntion ey,
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of any kind, and the great throng of people
were very orderly and quiet.

On Wednesday following, Dr. Allen’s teach-
er reported that two men had been execut.
ed, and their bodies were lying in the street
near hy.. The men had been engaged in a riot
three years before, and were only just discov-
ered and arrested. It was reported that one
more was either tortured to death or had com-
mitted suicide in prison. The sight of their
naked bodies_, with heads, hands, and feet
chopped off, was most horrible and sickening.
I have seen the worst battle-fields of the war,
but it did not seem so perfectly dreadful. The
people shunned the locality, and nearly all the
houses in the vicinity were closed., In accord-
ance with the custom of the country the bodies
were not removed until the third day. The
English Consul General sent a request to the
TForeign Office to have the bodies removed at
once, but the reply was that the men were
criminals and must be treated according to
the laws of the country. It is said that a dull
sword is used in the process of beheading, and
it requires a considerable number of strokes
before the head is cut off.

The next day I visited a man living just out-
side of the city, who had been to America and
was now engaged in raising foreign fruits, veg-
etables, horses, sheep, swine, &c. He was very
proud of his stock and productions, and show-
ed them to us with great pleasure. The grain
and vegetables were doing well, but the growth
of animals was not so successful. He told us
that he had supplied seed to more than 300 per-
sons during the past year, and in this way he
expected to improve the value and variety of
the productions of the country. He served to
us by way of refreshments some young beets,
radishes, and Corean wine. The following
morning two Coreans who could speak Japan-
ese came tome to be taught Christianity, They
had read and heard something about it, byt
were puzzled to understand the person ang
character of Christ. They had no idea, of God,
and the word Gospel was a mystery. It was
pleasant and interesting to teach these men,
who evidently yearned for something that
would give them hope and: joy beyond the

cares and trials of this troubtesome life, They
came to me secrgtly, as they were afraid it
might cause them trouble if their object Was
known. As yet no permission is given by the

‘“How 1s youl llt‘.!:l:lbu Yo S SR
had a pleasant visit? v “How old are ‘Sy’(?u\; ‘
«How long do you expect t_.o remain ?°’ &¢.
Tea was then served and c:ngu,rettus offered,
and they seemed quite surprised that I was not
in the habit of using either. We had some
conversation in regard to the students who
had been in Japan, and he exp'ressed th:’mlfs
for the kindness they had received. He said
the Government had no funds for the support
of any more students abroad, and apparently
did not regret the departure of the students
from Japal. He was evidently very conserva-
tive, and more in sympz}thy with Chinese than
Japanese views and policy. He said he hoped
that I would enjoy my stay in Corea, and when
I rose to depart expressed a wish that I would
call again. He then with his attendants ac-
companied me to the door, and with another
shake of the hand I bowed and bid him good-

cession

bye.

The same day Dr. Allen called upon the Tai
Wan Kun, and was very kindly received. When
he learned that the Doctor was an American,
he remarked “All Americans are good.” He
enquired particularly in regard to the Hospi-
tal, and said it was a good thing. He said he
had changed his mind in respect to foreigners,
and now regarded them as his friends, and the
friends of his country. He asked the Doctor
how long he would probably live, and request-
ed some medicine for rheumatie troubles. As
the Doctor left he took out a gold watch, and
pointing to the hour of 2 P. M., said I will call
upon you to-morrow at that time. Atfive min-
utes past two the next day he appeared in his
chair, and with ‘his train of attendants. He
had many inquiries to make about foreign
things, and was very cordial and friendly. The
next day_he sent a present of some eggs, fruit
and mushrooms. It is uncertain what course
the Tai Wan Kun will pursue in the future, but
at all events he seems to have returned to his
country an entirely changed man._

It is plainly evident that Corea is greatly in
need of men of ability and character to guide
the affairs of State. Those who were the most
prominent in office in December last were kill-
ed, and the Progressionist leaders either fled
or were put to death. Nearly every one of the
men now in power are persons of inexperience
in the management of governmental affairs,
and with no other qualification than simple
rank affords. But rank does not depend upon
ability or merit, and is bought and sold for
money, and the officials hitherto have often
sought to promote their own ease and Ppleas-
ure rather than the welfare and happiness of
the people. Men of the lower class were not
eligible to office, and so the officials have per-
petuated their power, and to a great extent be- |
come weak and effeminate, and without the !
energy and ability necessary for places of trust |
and importance. It is the present policy of
China to maintain complete control of Corea, |
A telegraph line is already completed between
Chemulpo and Seoul, and is being extended on |

is said without consulting the Coreans at all. |
It is also reported that hereafter a number of .
the most promising young Coreans will be sent

to Pekin. This is built by the Chinese, and it |
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each year to China for an education. Of course!
this means an increase of Chinese influence
and power. The only hope of the country is
in securing some competent men who can guide
them in their present political difficulties, and
help them safely out of their financial distress.
It is to be hoped that the man who has been
selected (Judge Denny of Oregon) will accept|
the place. ! s

While the country is unattractive, and the

difficulties are many, the missionaries are hope-
ful and happy. On the Sabbath before my de- :
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——— The 1 of the Catholic mission in

claims $o0,000 counvert But the

priests go in disguise and conduct their
labors in secret. It is reported th:

are no ible results in the upliftin

arrival of Com-
d with intense feel-
It is gencrally understood now that Li Hung
hang’s rece er to the Corcan leader counselled

modore Shufeldt in Corea is await

r. Henry K. Benoit, of Canada,

s started for M wumba, Africa. This

18 a Ifrench colony, and he goes to preach

and teach in the French language. He
ill be one more added to the Bishop
‘L)’lul' ]ulll(l.




