Bi-monthly letter of Bangok Station,
August 1896.

o swiftly have the days glided that it secems but two or three
weeks, instead of two months, since you last heard from us. © The
tleeting days have brought no marvelous changes in our regular work,
still, on the whole, we ave conscious that it has progressed.

M. Cooper, the pricipal of the Samray School writes: “The number
of pupils enrolled this ternr up to date, not counting a few transients,
is seventy four, being about the same aslast term.” Miss Cooper’s 1ll-
ness compelled her to drop her work but she is now convalescing and
soon we trust will be able to resume her usual duties. “The Mission,”
continues Mr. Cooper, “has rented a new preaching place on the main
street of the city in o very central location.  Mr. Cooper has started
w Sabbath School there aud also holds preaching services there Sabbath
morning and Wed. P. M. in Siamese. Chinese services are also held

from time to time whenever a Chinese speaking helper can be present.

The Mission day school has been removed from Banmai to the up-
per story of the new chapel. The attendance in the old location had
dwindled to an average of eight.  In the new location there are now
twelve in regular attendance including most of the old pupils.  The
attendance at the preaching services has usually been fairly good al-
though fluctuating, being largely made up of strangers who may be
attracted in passing.”

Miss Cole reports that “The Wang Lang school...is growing daily.
Six new children have been added to owr family this weck. The
family of children now numbers eighty on our list, but, of course, the

average is smaller than that.  But somchow I feel as if numbers do
not go for much in & work of this kind. ~ Now that we have, once

wore, reached our limit in numbers, there must be an carnestness, a
development that is above all numerical strength and I trust that weare
now going into that stage.” The manager of the Press, Mr. J. B. Dunlap,
reports that the regular work of the office has been carried on as usual
and that nothing of special interest has happened.  Another Siamese
Newspaper has made its apperance and we are asked to exchange with
it. It proposes to come out cvery week and be somewhat like The
Ladies Home Journal. [t has a large and open field for usefulness
and we wish it all manner of success.

Last month Dr. Toy and Mr. Snyder started on a trip to Pak-
nampo and the regions about. They are expected home in about two
or three weeks

Dr. Dunlap, wite, youngest son and two helpers have just return-
od from a ten weeks tour to the Nakawn region.  Ihave culled the
tollowing from letters written during the tour and also from notes ta-
Jeen while listening to his tall.  Of the trip downward he writes "We
had a delighttal ran Lo this place-Bangtapan-smooth sea and delight-
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ful breezes”, On reaching Nakawn they were welcomed by the dis-
ciples. They went and lodged six weeks in a small temporary build-
ing on the now lot. In regard to this place he says ”T am very much
pleased with the location of our lot. T believe that it is healthful and
1t is certainly central fov the work. [t fronts on the main thorough-
fare of the province. About five minutes walk to Ta Wang, a large
settlement aud about twenty minutes walk to the center of the city.
People arc passing to and {ro all howrs of the day. Owing to the shovt-
ness of time and amount of work to be done they divided their force
NaiSeng; he writes, started off on a tour to a distant settlement in whicl,
we have several members and he is spending the week laboring there,
Nai Tean, one of our workers who remained there last year, is repor(-
ed as having made extensive tours and worked faithfully. Last year
when Nai Tean married a young lady, who was not a Chuistian and
whose father kept a gambling establishment, some felt anxious about
himg but it is said that through his Christian lifc and example his wife,

this year joined the chureh and the father-in-law gave up his busi-
ness. The people of Nakawn, both high and low hold Nai Tean in high
estimation.  On learning that he is to be withdrawn [rom Nakawn

and located at Ayuthia, they begged that he might be left with them.

While at Nakawn they held a daily service. “Good congregations from

first to last.” composed lavgely of outsiders, attended the meetings. Af-

ter each service an inquiry meeting was held to further instruct candi-
dates. Meetings were also held “In homes by invitations.”

Here a
number of Christians took part by giving person

al testimonies.

The general work of the missionary, also a glimpse of the condi-
bion of the province, may e secn from this extract, ©
fever here. I am now nearly to the
Have had the pleasure of helping

There is much

agood number of cases.  Grip has
been epidemic, but is abating. Dysentery bad, have had several cases,
all recovered. Red eyes, very bad, have cured a good number. Sor-
ry that I'have so little, in fact no medicines in certain lines.”  The
Dr. was much gratified with one of his patients and writes “ To day.
he told me that Jesus had saved his Life and that he had prayed to
him for help, also that his wife had prayed. God had heard, and he
would now worship Him, and join the Disciples.
her joy over this.”

At the Com}nuuion service tive more-all from the village of Haw-
mook-were received and Nai Boon Kong was unanimously elected
elder. The pzu'l'sy made a trip by elephants to the village of Hawmook
about t.wc}ve m!]e§ away. Nai Boon Kong;, aided by his friends, built
an e.xtelili.‘lslon_to 1'][}13 house, decorated it with bananas and cocoanuts to
receive them. e villagers did every thine i i X <
their visitors comforbabl;eﬂeﬂec}’ﬁe‘;Ei'}wﬂgllﬁ lir'theu S 5 mak?

A ) : » Wives of disciples, and
six children were baptized” and others were aded to the list of proba-
tioners.  There are now tw % ;

elve church members in this 1i illag
- : § s little village.
One day this band met and decided to build o =

chapel.  Nai Boon Kong

The wife expressed

bottom of fourth bottle of (uinine.

i
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donated a lot and alveady the posts have been cut.  The increase of
interest among the disciples was largely due to the missionary chaltu}dl
personal efforts of Nai Boon Kong. They ag‘reefl bo 1.10](1 services, llu
the village, on the Lord’s day. The two clders,Nai M.It.ﬁ (M., Fmen(%
and Nai Boon Kong (Mr.Firm), voluntarily :1'11(1 gmtl.ut;f)usly agreec

to be responsible for keeping up Sabbath services at different pon;;s
during the months which the missionaries were unfnble torera(?h the ﬁf, th

Concerning themselves generally, the Dr. writes “W h‘llst there 15
need of discipline of a few members, I can 110ticc£11at. most f)l thcn} have
grown ingrace and in interest in the Master's Kingdom. Some of them
have been teaching their kindred and neighbors. {}nd there seems to

he a desire to cooperate with us in the good work.”  They ha,ve| ex-
pressed no little disappointment that we have not come to cs.tabllsh a
home at this time. And they pray that it may not be long before they
shall have o missionary with them. ' :

From Nakawn the party went to Singora where they (llS'l)()Sed of
about 800 hooks, then they went to Chiyah. Here they were kindly re-
ceived and entertained by the Governor. From Chiyah they traveled
by boat on the river four days, working in settlemex:@ by the wu.y,r to
the village of TaChee. This place is the home of Nai Whan.  You
will remember him from the fact that last year he wallked ..%(—.-veval days
over hills, through forest and waded St-l'C{Ll‘l.IS to Nakawn in order t'ha.l;
he might receive baptism. He said on meeting 'the party, “I l‘mve_ _]u.st
finished building a new house, and now we will hold preaching in it,
thus offering it to the Lord.” :

Two services were held daily. The people were att.entlve m-ld'}'e-
ceptive. They had previously heard the gospel from the 11‘p$ of 1\’Tn-1 Kird
and his wife, Maa Make, of whom ;\[1'.3. Duulap says, l can’t speak
too highly™-also from Simean Maa, \\'lu'lc he was dvexrelorpm% some coal
fields in that region. Here five adl_llts, including Na'l W 13;1,11 s “q-fe and
five children were baptized and six added _to the‘hst ot.probuh(‘mers'.
The fact that most of those baptized were his relatives, gives a glimpse
in to the character of the man. Arrangements were made to hold ser-
vices on the Lord’s day. Nai Whan anfl Mufm Rong, the l'1ear(l mm?. oé'
the village, said they would be responsible _t01: tl}em. Nm Whan sa ‘
on their arrival «It is lonely to be the 0111:\' Chmsblan‘ 1.101-0 but: :;n tllell‘
leaving he expressed hi{; joy 1!(lm now having many friends. The tour

y iefly summed up thusi— : ’
A bll'chi](%uT;;-:) men }md S women and 15 chi_ldren were baptized.
About 24 placed on probation.  One elder ordained and 2470 tracts
and portions of Seriptures were sold. e

We rejoice in onr work and expect greater )Eess1ng§.

: Yours sincerely,
Boon Boon-Itt.



Bi-monthly Letter of Petchaburee Station.
Petchaburee. Siam, August 11th. 1896
Dear Dr. Labaree.

[t falls to my lot this time to detail the doings of our Station for
the past two months. It is not a period marked hy any special activ-
ity ; only the every day dutiesin evangelistic. medical and school
work.

About the time the last lesber was written Mr. Me Clure accom-
panied by Licentiate Nai Boon, made a trip of a few days to Bang-
kol to attend the ordinasion and installation of Kru Yuan. On his
return he made a brief stop at Rajaburee, The writer had been there
between two and three weeks assisting My, Wachter in continuing
the reperr work, and expected to retwrn with Mr. Me Clure. But we
were notified by telegram to wait over; and on Saturday were joined
by Mrs, Me Clure and the children and Mrs. Eckels. It was the first
outing Mrs. Mc Clure and the children had had since their arrival last
Sept. All spent Sabbath together with the friends at Rajaburee. When
we came to leave on Monday it was thought that Mrs. Wachter and
the children, none of whom were in good health, had need of a little
change: so my stay was lengthend by two weeks while Mrs, Wach-
ter and the children accompanied Muys. Eckels home and spent a little
over a week here.  They seemed much benefited by the change.

With the exception of this absence Mr. Mc Clure has carried on
the regular church work here.  He also reports having done a little
way-side work and more visiting during last month than ever before
during the same length of time. The visiting has been chiefly in look-
ing np delinquent church members and visiting the sick. The class for
Christian instruetion meets regularly on Monday and Friday ¢venings.
They have finished the study of Genesisand the little tract “Faith and
Practice.” The first Sabbath of this month was the regular commun-
ion time here. There were no accessions.

In addition to his evangelistic and church work Mr. Me Clure has
worked some on the new Hymnal and prepared copy for his part of.
the two current numbers of the Daybreak.

IFor the work among the oui-station churches there is nothing to
report since last letter.  'We had only returned two days from Raja-
buree, to which place Mrs. Eckels had accompanied Mrs. Wachter and
to bring me home, when Mvs. [ickels was taken down with fever. It
has heen something like typhoid in character. She has been confined
to bed almost a month, and during the first couple of weeks required
constant cave and nursing. [ am grateful to be able to say that she
is much improved and we hope another week will see her up and
about again. T then expect to resume our trips to the village church-
es,
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The Medical work under carve of Dr. ‘Lhompson reports, that
thexe has been an average of three in-patients during the two months.
Dispensary work has been light. It being the time of working fields
people do not feel that they can'stop to attend to the ills of them-
selves and families.

Two major operations have been performed; the patients are
well and discharged. Receipts for the quarter ending with July have
been 191 ticals-more than for corresponding period in any previous
year. There have only been two Sabbath services held in the Hos-
pital, as the number of patients has been so small. For the same rea-
son evening prayers have been left for the assistant to conduct ; and
also because of the desire to have him conduct worship with his own
family.

In addition to hisregular medical work Dr. Thompson has con-
tinued the instruction of the assistant ; conducted the services during
the two weeks Mr. Mc Clure was absent; and done othes—general
work.

Of the Girl’s School Miss Galt reports: * The Girl’s School, and
especially its boarding department is principally intended for the
girls who arc out of reach of our day schools. At present the enroll-
ment is 20. Of these the homes of cight are in outside villages, three
are childven of the matron and three arc orphan children, having no
other home. The children sew from two o'clock P. M. until four
cach-school day, and I sometimes feel at my wit's end to provide
work in variety for the busy fingers. Special improvement has been
made in this department, stimulated by prizes offered for best work.”

Miss Hitcheock is going about among the Day Schools, principal-
ly in the city just now, as the country is flooded. Pak Talay school
was closed lately because of having so few pupils. The total number
in all three schools is 4.

The Boy’s School has very small enrollment at present. A num-
ber of the boarders bave gone home. _

Mrs. Me Clure still holds the women’s class on Tuesday mor-
ning. It has had an average attendance of eight for the past.two
months. Some visiting, along with looking after her own growing
family, and other home duties fully occupy her time.

We have had a rather unusual flooding of the country for a few
weeks past. Ior about two weeks we could not leave our compound
except with rubber boots, or bare footed. SHNh
" The floods have drowned out the newly planted rice crop. As
last year’s crop was almost a failure thereis great scareity of rice and
the price is high. We have been applied to so much for help by the
Laos of the village neavest us that to-day we had the head-men in
making particular inquiries of them. The result is that we have taken
up a collection among ourselves and are .going to try to help them a
little in getting seed to replant their fields. Twenty five families out

39
of forty seven were reported to-day as being without means to re-
plant.

It 15 altogether probable that we will be applied to by other vil-
lages for seed and rice to support their families on, as the flooding is
quite gencral and the two preceeding years were bad years for crops.

: [t. the demand becomes general, we will soon be beyond owr own
financial strength. I suppose the Government would do something
tor them, but in a matter like replanting the machinery of Govern-
ment does not move rapidly enough to be of much assistance.
Fraternally Yours,
Chas. E. Eckels.



